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The Newly Established Buncheong Ware and White Porcelain
Gallery at the National Museum of Korea
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Achievements of the Excavation Survey
of the Buncheong Kiln Sites in Gasan—ri, Yangsan
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World Ceramics Gallery:
600 Years of East—West Exchange through Ceramics
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Maritime Ceramic Trade and
the Cultural Exchange between East and West
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Lee Jungin, a curator at the National Museum of Korea,
introduces the Buncheong Ware and White Porcelain
Gallery unveiled this past February 18 following a year of
preparation. It showcases more than 400 highlights from
the museum'’s collection presenting the historical and
formative development of buncheong ware and white
porcelain during the Joseon Dynasty. The exhibition is
comprised of four sections spanning the emergence of
these two types of ceramics, the extinction of buncheong,
and the further development and eventual decline of white
porcelain, The new gallery was made possible through
the expertise of professionals from diverse disciplines who
interpreted and visually conveyed the history and culture
of Joseon ceramics. Visitors are invited to appreciate this
buncheong ware and white porcelain displayed under
creative yet still maximal conditions.

Jung Il, a researcher at the Daehan Institute of Cultural
Properties, introduces the recent excavation of two
Joseon—era buncheong Kiln sites in Gasan—ri, Yangsan in
Gyeongsangnam—do Province. The two kiln sites explored
in the survey display differences in features, including their
geographical conditions, structure, composition of relics,
and period of construction. It has been confirmed that Kiln
No. 1 was used for the production of buncheong ware
from the mid— to late fifteenth century while the second
was operated during the transitional period from celadon
to buncheong ware. This was the first official excavation of
the Kiln sites in Gasan—ri, Yangsan, and the findings are
expected to provide important resources for exploring the
structure and characteristics of the kilns of the region.

Kim Heejeong, a curator at the National Museum of Korea,
introduces the new World Ceramics Gallery within the
World Art Gallery at the National Museum of Korea. The
World Ceramics Gallery is dedicated to displaying how
the East and West influenced each other through the
maritime trade in ceramics during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. The exhibition is comprised of four

sections: “The Birth of Porcelain in Asia and the History
of the Porcelain Trade,” “China’s Overseas Trade before
the 16th Century through the Maritime Silk Road,” “In the
Age of Exploration, Eastern Ceramics Cross the Ocean,”
and “Signs of Change in the European Porcelain Market:
Europe Begins to Produce Earthenware and Porcelain.”

Kim EunKyoung, a research professor at the Institute for
Humanities Research at Duksung Women's University,
introduces an international symposium co—organized by the
National Museum of Korea and the Association of Eastern
Art History in commemoration of the opening of the World
Ceramics Gallery at the National Museum of Korea. Under
the theme of “Maritime Ceramic Trade and the Cultural
Exchange between East and West,” the symposium aimed
to present transformations in cultures in the East and West
triggered by the porcelain that reached the West through
maritime trade viewed from the perspective of cultural
exchanges. The event brought together twelve scholars
from four different countries (Korea, Taiwan, China, and the
Netherlands) to explore the East Asian export wares that
were shipped to the West and to other nations within Asia.

The Gwangju National Museum is presenting The Mystery
of the Sindeok Ancient Tombs as its special exhibition

for 2021. The Sindeok Ancient Tombs in Yedeok—ri,
Hampyeong are an example of the hourglass—drum tombs
dating to the Three Kingdoms Period that are found only
in the southwestern region of Korea. The tombs were
surveyed during four investigations led by the Gwangju
National Museum beginning in 1991, The exhibition brings
together for the first time more than 800 relics that were
uncovered from the tombs and presents them along with
academic findings on the tumuli.

Gwangju National Museum is currently accepting
submissions for the fourth issue of the publication as
below: Name of Publication: Journal of Asian Ceramics
Culture (Vol, 4)

Paper Submission Deadline: September 30, 2021
Review of Submission: October 31, 2021

Publication: December 6, 2021





