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Abstract

Current State and Future Prospects of Sinan Shipwreck

Choi Yu Ri

The research on the Sinan Shipwreck conducted by National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural
Heritage (NRIMCH) has produced three highly meaningful reports: the Report on the Relics Salvaged
from the Sea off Sinan published in 1984-1988, which covers the results of the excavation of the boat;
the Report on the Preservation and Restoration of the Sinan Shipwreck published in 2004; and the
Study on the Restoration of an Ancient Shipwreck - the Sinan Shipwreck, which was published in 2008
and presents the results of the 3D scan-based analysis from a shipbuilding engineering perspective.

The researchers who took part, either directly or indirectly, in the process of excavation, conservation,
and restoration of the Sinan Shipwreck conducted the relevant research. They shared the results of
their research at various international symposiums held in 2004 under the title The Conservation and
Restoration of the Sinan Shipwreck and Its 20-Year History and in 2008 under the title of "Traditional
Vessels and Shipbuilding Skills of East Asia. More recently, they have endeavored to explore the cause
of the Sinan's sinking.

The desirable future directions of research on the Sinan Shipwreck can be summarized as follows.
First, there is a need for research based on a comparison of the Sinan with Korean-made boats, with the
focus on the impact that structural differences have on the performance of vessels made in Korea and
vessels made in China. Second, there is a need for comparative research with similar Chinese-made
boats based on academic exchanges with China. Third, there is a need for research and analysis from a
shipbuilding perspective and interpretation from a humanities studies perspective in order to ascertain
the sea-worthiness and the cause of the sinking of the boat.

Keywords : Shinan Shipwreck, Korean Traditional Ship, Structure of the traditional ship,
Restoration of Shinan Shipwreck
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Abstract

Current State and Future Prospects of Artifacts with
Inscriptions Recovered from the Sinan Shipwreck

Park Yeri

The underwater excavation of the Sinan Shipwreck in the 1970s and ‘80s was a turning point in
the study of the history of maritime trade and culture of medieval Asia. The shipwreck, which, like
a time capsule, had been laden with a vast number of goods from a particular period, is an important
discovery that has helped expand research boundaries, and the uncovered relics provide substantial
academic value. The cargo that had been loaded on the merchant vessel vividly reveals not only the
landscape of maritime trade but also the cultural, economic, and social realities in the countries of
China, Korea (Goryeo), and Japan during the Middle Ages. Extensive research on the Sinan shipwreck
has been conducted both in Korea and abroad over the four decades following its series of excavations.
This paper aims to provide a mapping of existing studies on the Sinan shipwreck and to explore
achievements that have been made in the research on artifacts with inscriptions. In addition, it will
briefly discuss future tasks and prospects.

Research on the Sinan shipwreck — as seen forty years after the commencement of its underwater
excavation — has constituted comprehensive comparative analyses of archaeological data gathered
from across the world. Based on the recovered artifacts, many studies have been conducted to ascertain
the period and route of the voyage of the sunken vessel and to examine the characteristics of trade
commodities. The writing and symbols inscribed on varied artifacts have offered a better understanding
of the vessel and served as a new source of vitality in illuminating the cultural history of medieval
East Asia. As a result, it was revealed that the Sinan shipwreck had been a merchant ship that departed
from the port of Qingyuan (present-day Ningbo) in China in the summer of 1323 and was enroute to
Japan when it sunk in the waters off the coast of Sinan. Up to now, major research concerning the Sinan

shipwreck has been focused on recovered crafiworks including ceramics produced for export.
On the other hand, there has been a relative lack of in-depth interest in the study of artifacts with

inscriptions despite their significant academic value provided by the precise chronological information

and wealth of medieval cultural symbols. For future research, information on the Sinan shipwreck
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relics must be provided first, followed by a systematic survey and categorization of the artifacts bearing
inscriptions and moreover an in-depth study of period, subject, and content of the inscriptions. In the
case of artifacts with written inscriptions, a survey of wooden tags (mokgan) and relevant trade goods
should be preceded prior to the systematic study of the content of the inscriptions on the tags including
names of people and the cargo details such as quantity and unit. There are examples of ceramic vessels
with inscriptions that were recovered from other underwater excavations including those conducted in
Mado Island in Taean as well as other countries such as Japan, China, Vietnam, and Southeast Asia.
Therefore, a comparative analysis of examples from different nations is expected to provide further
insight on trade ceramics and a restoration of archival culture at the time of the voyage of the Sinan
shipwreck.

Keywords : Sinan Shipwreck, Underwater archology, Underwater excavation, Wooden tags (mokgan),
Maritime trade
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